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For Cynthia Dawn—whose hair is not raven, whose thoughts are not pure, whose 
mind resembles nothing peaceful—but who is nearly perfect in every way—Happy 
10th Anniversary.  

The poem is thought to be inspired when Byron met Mrs. Anne Beatrix Wilmot, the wife 
of his cousin, at a party in London, on June 11, 1814.  Struck by her beauty, he wrote this 
poem the next day.  

Sections of the music are loosely based on the impressions of Nude Descending A Staircase, 
No. 2  [French: Nu descendant un escalier n° 2], a 1912 painting (oil on canvas) by Marcel 
Duchamp.  Today the painting is regarded as a modernist classic that reflects the interest of 
the era in the flow of time and motion.  Stroboscopic photography and motion picture 
technologies were in development at the time.  Of particular note is the influence of 
Eadweard Muybridge’s (1830 –1904) Woman Walking Downstairs (1887). 
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She Walks in Beauty    
George Gordon Byron (1788-1824) 

She walks in beauty like the night 
Of cloudless climes and starry skies; 
And all that’s best of dark and light 
Meet in her aspect and her eyes:  
Thus mellowed to that tender light 
Which heaven to gaudy day denies.  

One shade the more, one ray the less, 
Had half impaired the nameless grace  
Which waves in every raven tress  
Or softly lightens o’er her face; 
Where thoughts serenely sweet express 
How pure, how dear their dwelling place. 

And on that cheek, and o’er that brow, 
So soft, so calm, yet eloquent, 
The smiles that win, the tints that glow, 
But tells of days in goodness spent, 
A mind at peace with all below, 
A heart whose love is innocent! 
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