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A Garden of Roses, a cycle for chorus and string quartet, centers on American
and English poems on the theme of roses. These flowers have served as symbols
of the human condition— from life and love to sorrow and death. The work is
available for chorus and string quartet (12 mvmts.), quartet alone (six qt.
mvmts.), or a piano/vocal score (six choral mvmts.) that will also work with the
choral/quartet version. The choral and the string movements can be performed
separately in six movements each.

Duration: about 30 minutes w/strings, about 15 minutes in piano/vocal or quartet versions alone.
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I. Roses, Opening (String Quartet Prelude)

II. Go, Lovely Rose (Edmund Waller, 1606-
1687)

Go, lovely Rose —

Tell her that wastes her time and me,
That now she knows,

When I resemble her to thee,

How sweet and fair she seems to be.

Tell her that 's young,

And shuns to have her graces spied,
That hadst thou sprung

In deserts where no men abide,

Thou must have uncommended died.

Small is the worth

Of beauty from the light retired:
Bid her come forth,

Suffer herself to be desired,
And not blush so to be admired.

Then die —that she

The common fate of all things rare
May read in thee;

How small a part of time they share
That are so wondrous sweet and fair!

III. Gypsy Rose (String Quartet Interlude —
A Strip Tease)

IV. For whose adornment (“For Miriam,”
Kenneth Patchen, 1911-1972 — used with
permission of New Directions)

For whose adornment the mouths

Of roses open in languorous speech

And from whose grace the trees of heaven
Learn their white standing

(I must go now to cash in the milk bottles
So I can phone somebody
For enough money for our supper.)

V. The sea is awash with roses (String
Quartet Interlude, based on “For Miriam [the
sea is awash with roses],” Kenneth Patchen,
1911-1972)

The sea is awash with roses

O they blow

Upon the land

The still hills fill with their scent
O the hills flow on their sweetness
As on God's hand

O love, it is so little we know of pleasure
Pleasure that lasts as the snow
But the sea is awash with roses

O they blow

Upon the land

VI. One Perfect Rose (Dorothy Parker, 1893-
1967)

A single flow'r he sent me, since we met.

All tenderly his messenger he chose;
Deep-hearted, pure, with scented dew still wet—
One perfect rose.

I knew the language of the floweret;

"My fragile leaves," it said, "his heart enclose."
Love long has taken for his amulet

One perfect rose.

Why is it no one ever sent me yet

One perfect limousine, do you suppose?
Ah no, it's always just my luck to get
One perfect rose.

VII. A Tango Of Roses (String Quartet Interlude)
VIII. Flowers (Cary Boyce, b. 1955)

Bright lilies bloom like stars above and
Roses greet the one I love.

Morning glories open and then

Close at end of day.

Like Redbuds in the early spring the
Hyacinth and tulips bring bright
Colors. Fragrant blossoms crown the
Sunlit leaves of May.

The days of summer come, then fade, their
Kind and gentle times have made their
Closing. Farewell speeches end with
Nothing left to say.

A final flower falling teaches:

Seasons change and all time reaches
A conclusion as our ending

Themes and roles we play.
[continued]

The moments of our lives are made as
Roses that will bloom and fade. They
Kiss the sun, embrace the moon, and
Fin’lly, like our lives, are laid to

Rest. As seasons come and smile we
Find they only live awhile: For
Daylight dims and darkens soon. White
Roses open like the moon and

At last—die away.

IX. Go, Lovely Rose (String Quartet Interlude,
after Edmund Waller, “Go, Lovely Rose”)

X. The Funeral Rites of the Rose (Robert Herrick,
1591-1674)

The Rose was sick and smiling died;
And, being to be sanctified,

About the bed there sighing stood

The sweet and flowery sisterhood:
Some hung the head, while some did bring,
To wash her, water from the spring;
Some laid her forth, while others wept,
But all a solemn fast there kept:

The holy sisters, some among,

The sacred dirge and trental sung.

But ah! what sweet smelt everywhere,
As Heaven had spent all perfumes there.
At last, when prayers for the dead

And rites were all accomplished,

They, weeping, spread a lawny loom,
And closed her up as in a tomb.

XI. Roses, Closing (String Quartet Postlude)

(continued)



XII. A Rose By Any Other Name

(William Shakespeare, 1564-1616; Gertrude Stein,
1874-1946; Victor Buono, 1938-1982; Amanda
Hugginkiss [ed.], 2019-1955)

A rose by any other name would smell as sweet.
A rose by any other name would feel the beat
Each time we meet!

A rose by any other name gives me

Shivers and tingles like snow and sleet!

Arose ...

My love is sweeter than wine.

Y'know I like a sip, any old time. (Oh, yeah!)

I like to take a nip late morning or at noon
(Oh, yeah!)

I like to take a tipple under the moon.

My love is so very fine! I think I'll take a taste,
Right now, right now would be

Fff...(ai, ai, ai)...ine!

My love, my love! is sweeter than sweet!
And ev’ry now and then he tickles my Fancy!
(Fancy feet!)

My love sends me into a swoon! My love will
sing me over the moon!

(With such a nice tune!)

My love kiss’d me right in the backseat of a
nineteen sixty-nine Volkswagon Beetle!

Right in the backseat, and not just a leetle.
Whoal! So discreet! On a side street, in the
backseat! Please repeat! (Please repeat!) Whoa!
My love will take me up just like a Bal-LOON!

A rose by any other name would give me
that sweet heat.

Yeah! Yeah! Yeah, yeah, yeah, YEAH!
My love is so cool, he likes his drink neat!
(Neat! Sweet! Petite!)

My love snaps on two and four!

My love really knows the score!

He’s stolen third base!* [optional]

The bases are loaded, he’s sliding for home!*
My love whispers of Eau de Cologne!

He doesn’t speak French but he makes me
Oh! Oh! Oh! Oh! Oh, oh, oh, OH LA LA!

A rose by any other name would smell as sweet.
A rose by any other name would feel the beat
each time we meet!

A rose by any other name gives me

shivers and tingles like snow and sleet!

A rose is arose is a rose is a rose ... I suppose!
My rose! Wins by a Nose ...

Warmer than cashmere hose!

A rose! by any other name would smell as
sweet.

A rose, a rose would smell as sweet-er than
wine so di-vine really

Fine and so neat she’s

Petite! Feel the

Heat! Be dis-

Creet!

A rose, arose, Isa ... Rose.
A rose.






Cary Boyce

I. Roses, Opening Prelude
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II. Go, Lovely Rose

Edmund Waller (1606-1687)

Cary Boyce
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CARY BOYCE

IV. For Whose Adornment

KENNETH PATCHEN
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After the poem "for Miriam"
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Cary Boyce

V. The Sea Is Awash With Roses

)

(The sea is awash with roses ..

by Kenneth Patchen

molto legato, sostenuto e espressivo
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VI. One Perfect Rose

Cary Boyce

* Optional solo soprano
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Cary Boyce
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