REQUIEM

A challenging work

gets its first performance,

not in mourning

but for reflection.

The choir struggled for months.
Orchestra members asked many questions.
Some Latin text,

but poetry by Whitman and Teasdale
and Rilke as well.

The music ends.

Unexpected silence

of many seconds.

Then ovation.

A sign perhaps

that some here

were approached by the mystery and loss
that is death—

the quiet rest.

Jack King
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